
The Enemies of Christmas:

The Real Enemy

THE REAL ENEMY IS THE ________________.

Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2 “Why do your
disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!”

3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God
said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.’[

5 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is
‘devoted to God,’ 6 they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for

the sake of your tradition. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:
8 “‘These people honor me with their lips,

    but their hearts are far from me.
9 They worship me in vain;

    their teachings are merely human rules.’”
10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 What goes into someone’s mouth

does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.”
Matthew 15:1-10 (NIV)

Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18 But the
things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the
heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These

are what defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.”
Matthew 15:17-20 (NIV)

…each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after
desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

James 1:14-15 (NIV)

Above all else, guard your heart,
    for everything you do flows from it.

Proverbs 4:23 (NIV)

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV)

 And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony,
stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart.

Ezekiel 36:26 (NLT)


